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At 12:00 p.m., the meeting was called to order by Lynn Tully.  Director Tully asked to present some 

information regarding Ex-Parte Contact as reminder to commission members as she had received several 

calls regarding a future applicant who would like to speak with commissioners.  Mrs. Tully presented the 

Ex-Parte contact rules of thumb put out by the Tennessee Department of Economic And Community 

Development from the Tennessee Planning Commissioner’s Handbook.  Those rules included. 

 

1.  Refusal to be obligated to a particular side of any issue prior to any formal meeting of 

the discussion. 

2.  To insist that any and all information offered to an individual planning commissioner be 

withdrawn or presented to the whole commission. 

3.  To conduct on site reviews of any proposed project as a full commission or by a 

committee of commissioners and not typically by individuals. 

4.  To present all written information concerning any upcoming action of the commission to 

all commission members. 

 

Further she added,  2 rules of thumb she has used with commissions in times past, including: 

1. Don’t hold Ex-Parte Contact on pending applications.  All though it’s not technically 

outside the bounds of the law it can be uncomfortable with members of the public.   

2. Disclose, disclose, disclose, meaning that any such contacts should be disclosed at the 

meeting  by simply stating the conversation was had between the parties and when that 

may have occurred. 

 




